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Sunday School Convention and

Camp Meeting.

PROGRAMME OF SERVICES.

"AJtrakaa the Pilgrim" ul "The Las*. Sight o(

Belsnassar" are subjects that Her. William Lloyd will
consider UmUjf at Waahlagton square Methodist Epis¬
copal church.

4t All Saints' Protestant Episcopal church the Rev.
V, M. Dunaell wlU officiate and preach to-day as usual.
R«t. C. P. McCarthy will give '.Tne Solution of Suf-

taring" this morning and "Tho Cure of Moral audPhysl-
aal Maladies" la the evening In the University cliapoL
"The Harvest aud the Vtutafo; or, tho Judgment

Begun" Is the startling theme that H.sliop Suow will
discus* this afternoon in the Medical College halL
At the Free Tabernacle MothodUt Episcopal church

this evening the Rev. John Johus will present "The
Vision of Holy Waters by EzokieL .

* At Plimpton Hall the Filth Universalis! Society will
hold services this morning.
Dr. Paddock, of Philadelphia, will proach this morn,

tag in the church of tho Holy Trinity; Rev. W. Hump-
Itono will give a Bible reading In tho afternoon, and in

the evening Rev. 8. H. Tyng, Jr., will preach in the

Gospel Tent on Thirly-fouith street near Sixth ave¬

nue.
Dr. J. B. Tlagg will minister to Christ's church,

Protestant Episcopal, this morning and ovening.
' "A Well of Living Water" will bo oponed in tho
.hurch of Our Saviour this morning, and "A Short
"Study of Nobleuess" be Indulged iu.thls ovening by
ftev. J. M. Pullman. '

Dr. W. J. Tucker, of Madison avenue Presbyterian
.hurch, will speak in Association Hall this evening.

In the First Relormed Episcopal church the Rov. W.
T Sabino will proach this morning and evening.

Dr. Armltuge will speak about "Cod's Plantation"
Ihis morning, and about "The Great Trumpet" this
tveuing In the Filth avenue Baptist church.
"Christian Progress" and "Opportunity" will be

considered to-day by Rev. Mr. Howell la tho Freo Bap-
1st church.
Rev. J. A. Sells this morning and Rev. R H. Pull-

nan this ovoning, &t eight, will occupy the pulpit or
Ibo Harlem Universalis! church.
"Love for tho Church" will be encouraged in tho

Eighteenth street Methodist Episcopal cburcn this
morning, and "The First Martyr" will be called up this
evening by Rev. W. F. Uatlleld.

Rev. J. D. Herr will occupy the pulpit of the Central
Baptist church to-day.

In the Madison avenue Roformed church thlt morn¬

ing tho Rev. Dr. T. Verrailyea will preach and admin-
1stthe communion.
In the Church or the Strangers this morning the

Rov. Dr. Deems will speak about "The Call of Mat¬
thew. "

This morning ana afternoon, at the usual hour*, the
Bcv. S. M. Hamilton will preach In the Scotch Presby
lerian church.

Rev. Kdward Love will preach morning and evening
In the Stanton Street Baptist church.

Rev. W. B. Merritt will preach this morning and
.venlng in the Sixth avenue Reformed church.

Divine servtcos at the usual houra to-day la St.
Thomas' Protestant Episcopal church.

Dr. Ewer will preach at both services to-day In St.
Ignatius' Protestant Episcopal church.

Dr. George L. Hunt, of Mystic River, Conn., will
preach morning and evening at the Tabernacle Baptist
church.
Divine service in Thirty-fourth street Reformed

Shurch at the usual hoars to-day, conducted by Rev
Carlos Marty u.

Dr. N. A. Reed will preach this morning and evening
la FKty-third street Baptist church.
The Rev. Father HJorring will conduct service In

English this morning in the Greek chapel
Dr. ItoGlynn will preach at the dedication or tho

Church of the Sacrod Heart this morning. Tho Rev
K. J. O'Farrell, of St, Peter's church, will lecture in
the evening.
In the Church of the Sacrod Heart, Brooklyn, the

observance of this devotion will be furthered to-day by
ft sermon on the object of the festival, to be delivered
by Father Preston, of this elty.
The Ninth ward union praise meeting will be held In

Dr. Burchard's church, West Thirteenth street, this
afternoon at four o'clock. Rev. Mr. Lloyd will lead.
PhU will probably bo the closing service of the season.

Po-morrow evening a meeting will be hel d in Rev. Mr.
Page's church, West Eleventh street, to organize an

usociation of Christian workers to carry the meetings
M during the summer it possible.
The first anniversary of the dedication of the 111th

Street Methodist Episcopal church will take place to¬

day. Preaching services morning, afternoon and
.venlng. -

The forty hours'devotion commences this (Sunday)
morning, In the Churoh of St Alpbonsus, South Fifth
tvenue, at live o'clock. There will be a procession
titer the solemn high mass and again at the closing on

Tuesday evening.
"The Hopeless Lamentation" will be set up in the

Sixteenth street Baptist church this evening by the
fttv. D. B. J uuen.
At Spring street Presbytorian churoh this morning

the Rev. A. H. Momont will traverse 'The Road from
Jerusalem to Jericho."
The fresh variety In true religion and the dead

monotony in superstition will receive a few polishing
touches this morning from Rev. W. II. Alyn, of the
Church of the Messiah, who thereafter takes nis va¬

cation.
Dr. Joseph Wild, of Elm place Congregational

ofaurch, will proach In Leflert's Park, Brooklyn, this
afternoon.
Rev. Charles E. Harris, In Allen street Methodist

Episcopal church, this evening, will deliver the third
la bis series of sermons to Israelites on "The Claims of
Jesus Christ as tho Jews' Metsslah."

In the Church of tho New Jerusalem the Rev.
Chauncey Giles will, this morning, explain "The Mean¬
ing of the Holy City, New Jerusalem, described in

Revelation xxl."
Services at the usual hours to-day in the Cbureh of

the Holy Apcstles, conducted by Rev. B. E. Backus.
Rev. George H. Hepworth will speak In the Church

.f the Disciples this mormug on "Laying Up Treasures
la Heaven," and in the evening oa "God With Us Just
Mow."

CHAT BY THE WAY.
There is very little use In preaching unless yoa caa

pat your sermons into practice.
"Fire low" was tko advice of Cromwell to his soldiers.

Mm clergyman's target should be tbe heart, not the
head, it you Are heart-high you brine tbe congrega¬
tion to tbeir knees, and it you aim head-high you are

likely to miss altogether.
It will aever do lor a surgeon to cut In a dangerous

|4ace with a trembling kniie. Neither will It do for a
minister to falter when he la teliing a truth the people
ought to know.
Men ought to get Ailed up on Sunday and then scatter

the Kood they have learned all through the week. We
should not be of those who bang tbeir religloa and
their Sunday garments oa the same peg, hot rather of
those

Wl:li whom th* uieloillai abide
Of il>« pverltaiiui; chime;
H hu carry eiuai< la ihair haarl
1 hrunirh Uiiaky i-tui ami *rwjlillt nut,
I'Ijhiik thoir luk with biutar leal,
Kacauaa their aoata » huly atrnlii r«|>eat.

You can never argue »llh a man after you havo
knocked him dowo. Vou may overcome him by good
iem|«r, but you will tall to convince bitn by calling
him hard namea. The tougue Is a futility member,
but it most cut smoothly like a sharp knile, not tear
like a iaw. l.ove draws a loan to you, but hate makes
him uk* root where he is.

During the summer solstice short sermons are in

great demand. The people have so much sympathy
lor the clergy that they are exceedingly anxious not to
overwork tlieiu. Besides, It la pretty nearly as bard
to listen as It is to preacb, whea the mercury ambi-
tloasly climbs the nineties. Don't leave your "amuns"
st home, bat put them in anywhere alter the first
.fteen minutes. Popularity and brevity are synonyms
taring tbe three hot months
A new edition of the Nlbte ta Chinese is to bs issued

to the Celestial a. Somebody laliriealtr aak* tl a great
mauy of our Aoiericaa Bible* might not Jut aa wall ha
priutefl ia Chinese.

Dr. Talmasa, whoa* pulpit elocution la somewhat
highly seasoned with rhetorical expressions which
would turn the hatr of a sensitive man gray ia twenty
four hour*, lately described to a delighted audience,
which cheered aad applauded him, tho way ia which a

man "can go to bell ata 2:40 gaiL" Brooklyn boasla
of ibe ouly genuine pulpit Sensationalism which thla
country afford*.

'i tut ChrUliati ReyUlcr, a Unitarian paper, has re-

celt tU aa underground telegram of the nott startling
character. Alter making (Un, In a way peculiarly ita

own, of tbo popalar theology, U alllrma that "Hell la

cloned for repair*." That paper seems to be the only
authority ou tbo subject, and la, perhaps, more favored
thou olhera In having a personal friend at that court.
Theso people who call themselves liberals seem to be a

cla«s that inslat oa your Inalieaable right to think Just
aa they do, while to differ with them la evldeace of
Insanity or egregious lolly.
The annual conferences of that eccentric people

called Adventlsta occur tbia month. They are looking
forward to the Immediate conflagration of the world,
and aa experiment In cremation which will not eveu
leave an aah behind. And yet they are willing to specu¬
late in real estate, and givoaa a reason that If they havo

misinterpreted Scripture they might as well take ad¬
vantage of the hard times as other people. It Is pretty
hard, after all, to divoroo a man's mind, however
religious be may be, Irora tbo simple lacta ot aapecle
basis.
The Dunkere. a ruligloua sect that practices absti¬

nence and mortification and other stmplo virtue*, have
been r.ougrutuiating thoini>elves over their success in

point of nunicor* and property. They have not ab¬
stained from a very lucrative business, and are not

partieularly mortified at the result of tbelr labors.
It is vory amusing to see oertain bodies of Christians,
who profess to despise all worldly possessions, making
shrewd bargains and saving a penny for the rainy day.
We are leariully and wonderfully made, Indoed.
There seems to boa surplus of ministers. The Metho¬

dists lately refused to recolvo candidates, on the ground,
as a worldly man would say, that the market is over¬

stocked already and the article is a drug. The Presby¬
terians lately proclaimed thai a very large proportion
of Its ministers are out of pulpits and can't gel In.

Indeed, a vacant pulpit resembles a stray fly on a trout
stream in Juno; every fifli within a dozon rods Jumps
half out of water In its anxiety to get it. At the same

time a largo number of our Important chnrches are

without ministers. Aa Mr. Cboato once said to a com¬

pany of law students, "Gentlemen, tbo pit may be
crowded, but there's always room on the stage for any
one who bag the ability to get there."
One of the Baptist papers says that Dr. Pulton baa a

peculiar lacnlty of drawing flro on bimaelf all tho time.
No harm <>an come of It, however, since he lives so muon
under water.
Boston has for months been making a piteous appeal

lor the preservation of the Old South. The great flro
spared It, but now it is to bo torn down. Boston takes
great delight in revolutionary relics, but It worships Ita

pockeibook also. o Americans And It burd to caro

anything about the things of yesterday. The mighty
to-day and the mighty dollar are the only thing* in
which we have implicit faith.
Tho Presbyterian Association of Edinburgh have had

a meeting in bcbalt or wnat Is called ''the purity of

public worship." Their object is to banish all instru¬
mental music from the churches. The organ is looked
upon as a fatal boresy, uud Dr. Talmago'* cornet player
Is only worthy to bo burned at the fetako. Theso
peoi)lo regard Moody aud Sankry's tune-book as aa lu-
vasiou of tbe sanctity of public worship. Such bymus
aa "Nearer, My God, toTheo" and "Rock of Agca" only
tend to lead the mind in wrong paths. Just think of a
church with straight pew-backs, with no carpel on the
floor, no cushions, no organ, no choir, but a sermon

that soars lcto nineleenihly and ends with in conclu¬
sion, lastly and Anally.three separate steps of Alteon
minutes each to let the congregation down easily !
After all this the minister complains that tho young
people don't go to church and that half tho older onos

wouldn't go if they darod to stay at home. It la re¬

markable that such a cheerful view of religion should
not bo more attractive.
The Methodists have made a terrible raid on tobacco.

At Urst It was thought well to pledge new candidates
not to use the weed, but some one questioned tho pro¬
priety of compelling a presiding elder to forego his
favorite pipe in order to show tbe ovils of smoking to a

young mau. To do it with his pipo in his mouth would
be clearly ridiculous, and to lay aside tbe pipe for tho
time necessary to deliver tho plodge was too groat a

sacrifice. 80 the whole matter was tablod, and Motbod-
lam can smoke for twoive months more.

Tbe various evil tendencies or tho tlmos soem to
have been concentrated and svmbollzed In a child
lately born with two lacea. In the olden times there

was a bi-frontod daily who could look bohind and bo-
foro and so protect himself from encmlos in the rear

while he advanced. Dut In these later and less poetical
days to be doublo faced means to wear an expression
of injured lnnocenco when the investigating committee
Is cross-examining you, and another and perfectly
satisfied expression when tbe last committeeman has
gone to tho lunutio asylum in despair. On tbe whole,
it la not much o( a compliment to the nineteenth cen¬

tury that the logical result of its dealings should bo a

race of two-faced ehtldren.
The human cranium lias alwayp been a mystery.

Tho thickness or thinness is supposod to bo tbe indi¬
cation of brains or no brains. Where, then, is tho
secret biding place or that tinted brother's Intellec¬
tual faculties who, on crossing a Held during a thun¬
der storm, and being bit by a bolt from the clouds,
quietly put his band on a tender spot on his head and

remarked, "That's the third time I've been hit to¬

day; I think that's about enough ?" Poor lightning I
Wo havo almost a throb or pity for its defeat; but ihii
is lost In admiration of that human skull that can ab¬
sorb a whole thunder sbowor and simply feel tbe
geutle titrations of a galvanic battery.
An uflort Is on loot to compel Spiritualists to take

out a license beioro giving their exhibitions. This Is

equivalent to saying to those who are dead and decently
buried that they havo bad their chance lu this world
and ought Lot to como back without paying hand¬
somely lor the privilege. What a frightfully restless
people they are on tbe other side I There doesn't soem
to be anything for anybody to do, or else they become
terribly avaricious, lor they arc ready by day or night
to show their faces at $£ a half hour. If the descrip¬
tion which Spiritualists givo or the other world bo truo

tliey ought to bo made to take out a license to tell tbo
story, and everybody who dies ought to be paid for

going ovor Jordan. A more undesirable locality can-

uot well bo imagined. Think of Daniel Webster
tipplug a chair and Henry Clay thumping on its leg,
and l>anto sitting, invisible under the table and pinch¬
ing the sitter's kg or tugging at his waistcoat, and .>11
to prove that tho soul Is immortal! Tbe old song,'<1
want to be an angel and with the angola dwell," ex¬

presses tho wish of very few people indeed ir this
uonsense is true, and those few are to be found only in

the lucurable corner of a madhouse. By all means

make tbe Spiritualists take outaliconae, like any other
Jagglera.
The religious papers are handling the biography or

George Sand with a delicacy or touch that Is very sug¬
gestive. Too many church people have read her in¬

teresting novels to make a wholesale denunciation
expedient, and besides, if she Is roundly berated It will
insure tbe sale or a new and larger edition of ber
works. It will never do to koep still and It will never

do to say anything; so the quandary ia complote. All
these columns ol criticism must be written In such a

way that tbey will do neither good cor harm, and It ia

somewhat amusing, therefore, to read what Is said on

this delicate subject.

A CONNECTICUT CHURCH FESTIVAL.
OKA HUMDBED AMD FUTT TEAMS Of PEACH

AMD PBONPEH1TT OF TUA WILTON CONOBZ-

OATIOMAXi (.'ROACH.HOW THE PUOBIMh'
DE8CKXDAMTH KKMEXBZBED THBIB FATHEBS.

The ancient and honorable town of Wilton, Conn.,
has a Congregational church which was founded 140

years ago, and on Tnursdsy. 22d Intl., tbe church peo¬
ple and the inhabitant* or tno town celebrated the
event :n a becoming manner, l'ooplo from near and
remote parts of tba State wcro present, and tne old
church was literally Vranaformed, for tba time being,
into a bower of roses to roceiva thaw. 1'rominenl
above the pulpit appeared tho figiirea 1726. lb"fl,
wrought In natural Hovers. Hon. Charlaa Jones, or
New York city, who fosters pleasant associations of
Wilton, acted aa praaident or the day. Hev. 8. J. M.
Merwm delivered tba address of welcome and Hev.
Jaaaaa W. Habbeli, af Maw Haves, raepondadL Th«

historical tddriu, covering tha whole parted of tho
churnh from the time of Its organization, narrating the
struggles of the Esthers, their adversities and triumphs,
*u given by Hev. 8. G. Willard, of Colchester, Cod a.

Among olbar selections, liio choir sang "Tho Pilgrim
Fathers," words by Mrs. Heiuans, set to quaint J"d
very ancient mu»lc. ltev. J. O. Davenport, of Brldgo-
port, recilod a poem. Then came the Doxology.tunc,
'.old Uiiattrcd," lully 1,000 voices joimug. Nest iu
order »as the rolianon, prepared by tho ladies nr.d
served iu a tent sd.loiuing the church. Addresses by
clergymen, eoiaisliiig moatly of roininisecncee of the
church and people, followed. Aa uu appropriate conclu¬
sion, a hymn, by Elizabeth Smart Phelps, author of
"The GatVa Ajar," written iu huuor oi thin aunlver-
wiry, was sung:.

God of the centuries ! who art
'{lie Home of every huiuelex heart,
Tim WKdnni to our foolishness.
The Ue»l of all our wuariuct'.
Wo are too dull to under*! and
Tho nentle pressure of Thy lisud;
Too blind to >n tor cold to try)
'1 ho light of love within Thine eye.
].o»t children iu tha mysteryThat dsrkeu* 'twixt our smile and Tbae,
W c join our tr<Mubliu); hand' and cry,
"Show Tby*elf to ui, or we ale I"
In the dini thicket called Thy Church,
W# crope fur Tlioe, Ol to our esttrch
He growing Li^Iti. While woak we roam.
He strength, be Uope, be Love aud Uomel

We bleu the rloom lu « hlch Thou art.
We hear the besting* ot Thy heart,
Acro«* lha shadow lortuoui
Oh. tiodl we kuow it boats for as.

OI ^'lasp as to it! hold us there!
Till seme slad day the dm u breaks fair.
Till oa the sweet far plaius it fall
And tteiii for ono ia Truth fur all.

SUNDAY BCHOOL CONFERENCE AND
CAMP MEETING.

To-day a Sunday School Conforoace will be opened In
the Presby torian camp grouud at Sea Grove, near Capo
May, N. J., with a sermon In the morning by Dr. Her-
rick Johnson, of Auburn Seminary, lu the evening
Dr. Thoinaa Murphy, of Philadelphia, will discus* "The
Church and the School." The Conference will alt lor
ono week; and Drs. fleusoo. Randolph, Newton,
Dickey, Breed, Nevin, of Philadelphia; Do*mf>, Crosby,
and Frank Beard, the artist, of this city; Drs- Duryea
and Talmage, ol Brooklyn; Dr. Withrow, of lodiauap-
polis, lately called to Park street church, Boston, aud
Drs. Wiswell, Dulles, Allen and other clergymen aud
a number of eminent laymen of New Yorlc, Philadel¬
phia and other elite* will take part In the proceedings.
Among the toplea to be discussed In the Conlerenca
are;."The Bible and Personal Character;" "What
.Sunday School Workors May Leuru from Secular
Teachers;" "The Pastor with the Children aud the Su¬
perintendent with tho Young Convorts;" "The Bible
andScienco;" "Uses of the Imagination in the Study
and Teachlug of the Bible." Messrs. Sherwin und
Johnson will glvo theoretical and practical instruction
in Sunday School music, and tho international lessons
for July and August will be richly illustrated and
expounded.
Tho fraterual camp meeting at Round Lako began on

tho 22d and will continue until July A l'be Round
Lako camp meeting baa become famous aa the pro¬
moter of Mothodist unity; not organic' uuity or auy
oiher human patent, but the unity of tho Spirit iu the
boud of peace of a great body of Christians who traoe
a spiritual lineage to John Wesley. Tho essential
unity ol all our flocks, says the Methodist, is a truth
dear onough and strong enough to givo large signifi¬
cance to the occasions on which wo rally around it.
The method pursuod at Round Lako Is the only possi¬
ble one.not to talk about fraternity, but to practise
It. The preaching of men from Canada and the Gulf,
lrom England and India; tho praying together of
citizens of many States and twenty branches of ono

Church; tho social and Christian atmosphere where all
are united iu a common effort to build up Christ's
kingdom and many oilier things besldo consplro to
soften the sonso of difterencos and to strengthen tho
ties ol' a common brotherhood.

itisbop Janes will be present as long and as often as
the health ot Mrs. Janes will permit, aud bishops and
eminent ministers and laymen lrom South and North,
lrom Canada aud Europe will also bo present to take
pan. Tho Centennial, whleh is drawing so many lrom
the camp meetings north toward Philadelphia, has an
influence on tills, but the lime of holding the camp
meeting has been placed earlier than ti6ual to meet this
draft in part and to glvo delegates to the Geuerul Con¬
ference an opportunity to enjoy tho gathering beforo
they roturu to their homes. Tne Kound Lake meetings
are* the eloquent profaco of a rich volume of union,
fraternity »ud salvation to be issued by tho Methodism
of the near future.

RELIGIOUS TESTS IN CIVIL COURTS.
To thk Editor or thk Ukraxd:.
A case was recently reported in the Ukrald Id which

It appeared that a question was asked a witness touch-
toy his religious belief, with the view ot disqualifying
him us a witness.
ltcmembering the scientific development* of Irce

thought, the rapidly increasing number of Its ad¬
herents, and the growth and progress of liberalistic
tendencies, this question becomes not only Interesting
but vory important. It not only alTocts atheists, free¬
thinkers aud scientists generally, but thai vory largo
class of religious poople vho have given up tho old
heresy of a future state of punishment, and it 1 s likely
at no very distant day to cause great trouble. In
this State it la sufficient to beliove that punishment ex¬

ists for perjury only, and generally It la enougu if ono

believes that punishment visits us in this world only.
But ovon this would prevent Darwin. Spencer. Huxley
aud their iollowers from being competent wit-
nesses. And yet no ono would bo ioolish
enough to say that men like these
would bo unlikely to testify to tho truth, er less likely
to testify to the truth than the most orthodox of bo-
liovers. Tho question arises whether a law dispensing
with the formality of an oath aud punishing the giviug
of falso testimony iu the samo manuer us perjury is
punished now would not bo equally as oflcctivo and
even better than tho one existing at present, as well as

more iu consonance with our lorin of Kuvernracnl. In
almost every case involylng a question ot fact, where
A. asserts and B. denies, ono or the other must cvi-
dently falsify. Again, as a rule, a man wuo is prepared
to testify falsely is not going to be restrained by an
oath; and, leaving sentiment aside, the fact is that tlio
fear of punishment nod disgrace here is more potent
than tho tear ot hereafter, as overything that is pres¬
ent toust be to everything that Is remote. The natural
tendency ot iiuu is toward the trutu and
the i.'ood. Wero it otherwise ciy.lszed ex¬
istence would be impossible. As tirsenloaf says "tho
di*|K>iiilioii to believe may bo termed instructive." The
fact that a man is bold enough to give expression to
his sincere eouvictious when they are contrary to nil
received notions, and moro likely to bring odium than
praise upon him, should bo in itself proof ot his hon-
esiv. The law has gradually ireed itself trom old rules
which required one to take a very low estimate of
humau nature, and It is time this last shackle was
broken. How can a religious man nay that the nature
which he believes to be the work of the All tiood la
bad?

It seems strango to hear quesilon-i of religion dls-
cussed iu the courts of a country which is »up|K>sed
not to recognue such a thing; and it Is still a very
grave question whether a law which deprive* one of
the important right of boing a witness, because ot hU
belief upon the question ol' roligion. is uot directly
opposed to Hie words and the spirit of tlio United
Stales constitution. WALDORF H. PHll.l.Il'S,

No. 101 Broadway.

MACHINERY OF METHODISM.
OKNt.BAL. AMD OTHK.lt C02(7Kil£NCXS.

To thk Koitok o» thr Hskald:.
The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, lately in session Ip Baltimore, is the highest
judicatory of the Church nnd its ouly iegislativo or law-
making body. No department of the Church cau act
ouly as authorized by tho General (Conference. This
body is conijwsed of delegates from each of tho annual
conferences, the bishops and aucnts and other officials
of the Church, and meets every four years. The bishops
preside alternately. All thiugs connected with the
interest of tne Methodist Episcopal Church are

proper sabjects of legislation. The bishops are

made and unmade. The powers aud dutioj
of presiding elders snd preachers .are defined.
Quarterly district and annual conferences aro

subject to this body, as well as book agents, secretaries
of benevolent societies sud editors. Tho Journals of tho
annual conierencos are rigidly examined and approved
or coudemnod. Now annual conferences aro made and
their "boundaries defined. Even tho law decisions of
the bishops mutt receive the sauction of this body
or they are null and void.in short, the
voice of this body Is tho voice of the Church in all of
IU departments. The first General Conference met in
IVUlimoroln 17W. Conference ho* met In different places
every four years since. At first all the preachers of the
Church were members of this Conference; but as their
numbers increased the annual conferences elected del¬
egates on a numerical basis fixed by the Ueueral Con¬
ference. Iho preachers bad It all their own way in

this body until the session of 187'J when by a diroct vote
laymen wero admitted to its councils.

AXXFAL CUSrKRKXCKg.
The first Annual Conference ot the Church was held

In Philadelphia July 11, 1773, by direction of Mr. Wes¬
ley. It was composed of teu preachers.the tnrno

number aa wero present at the first Wesleyan Confer-
.nee ia England, only 1,100 members belongsd to the

Church la 1773. Until 179S the Annual Conference «u
composed of all tho preachers belonging to the denotn-
inattou; but since that poriod it ha* bee n composed of
preachers within a given district. There are about
niuety annual coherences, embracing the territory of
tue United States, with an averaso of about 150 ministers
to each Conference. Tbr.-u meet unuual!> and are pro-
Kided over by one of the bishops At those gatherings
the private diameter aud official conduct of each
preacher pass formally at review. Persona are admit¬
ted mill ordained a* members of the body and as mm
is lers of the gospel, and are laid abide <|uietly, >ome-
tiuics ncainsi their own will, or are exjiolled or sus¬

pended a* circumstances require. Much interest
({alliens aboui ili» "siatioumg" of the preachers by the
bishop*. This m doue at the Anunal Conierence, at
the closa of whose session the uppoiutmcnu, or in
iitttuy canoa tlio disappointments, are "read out" in
open ootUeroaoe. Men often realise a sensation ns if
pierced wit h a bullet when their name i are auuouuced
for places whore they are averse to going and did uot
expo< l to he dent. The places sometimes rebel alao
against taking certain preachers. The Bishop always
piolaccs the reading of the appointments With an ad¬
dress designed 10 prepare iho minds ol the 'Vicar
brethren" for diaaopoiiunioui. and hint¬
ing very strongly that iho forthcoming an¬
nouncements belli;; tho voice of the Church
must bo the vo.ee of God. Whether the
other mode of preachers putting themselves
iuto tne ci'clesia*tlcal market and waiting lor a cus¬
tomer is preferable to episcopal supervision w a ques-
tiou yet uusettled. There is much more friction in ibe
annual conlcrences of Hie Methodist Church on this
point tbnn formerly, and the opinion U <iuite prevalent
that the Ueuoral Conference will soon give the bishops
earn tihinctu in respect to tno titua that a preacher
inay remain In any ouo appointment. Tho legal limit
nowis three years, the optional either one, two or three.
More than half oi all the preacliera in tho connection
change pastorates every year.

DISTRICT COXmtlMCttt.
The geographical territory embraced within an an¬

nual conierence is divided tuio a given number of dis¬
tricts, watched over by sub bishops, styled presiding
older*. A district conference is hold twice a year.
These «aiticrings comprise ilio pastors and ordained
ministers, loca> prcachum, cxhorters, and one district
steward from each local church. Tho work of the
District Confereuco is the promotion of Sunday
schools, missions and Church matters generally
within the boundn of tho district IaicuI
prCHChers arc licensed by tho Conierence and are re¬
sponsible to it lor their Christian diameter and con¬
duct. Kxhurterg also.a class of ouco useful men now
last becoming delunci.aro hero made and unmade.
This District Conference is an experiment in Method¬
ism. authorised, as il was, four years ago by the
Geueral Conference. It wits lull optional with lite
quarterly conferences to accept or reject It, aud very
low liavo ailopled it. Tho saino experiment sub-
tantialiy was tried in 1K20, ami alter successive failures
was repealed by tin- Goucral Confereuco ot 1SUC.

<|DABTMRLr COS KK KKXCK8.
These nro held every three months in connection

with each local church in cities, and with two or mora
churches In country places, it is held by iho appoint
meni of the presiding oldor, who is its chairman. It
is composed of the preacher or preachers and all tho
official mombera of tho church or churches. Tho busi¬
ness of this Coulerence is defoliated by tho Uoacrul
Conierence and is printed in the "Diaclpliao." Expelled
members of the church may appeal to the Quarterly
Confereuco; but no member of the Methodist Episcopal
chu'cb can bo expelled except lor cause all'eclliig his
or her moral character, aud alter he or sho
has had due notice ol the charges aud a full oppor¬
tunity to bo heard before the committee ol' the church
appointed for itai purpose by tho pastor or preacher
in chorgo. But a church member bus u right to appeal
from tho lowest to Ilia highest tribunal of tho Church,
ou a lair showing that justice has been denied him In
tho lower judicatory. Quarterly conferences in days
gone by, when circuits were large aud the people scat¬
tered, were imposing occasions and a necessity; but
now, iu tho altered condition of social lile. tlicy havo
become very formal Institutions in the Church.

I'ASTOH'S CONi'KKKNCKS.
These uro hold In connccilou with cach local church

once a w cek. or as often as circumstances require. They
are composed of the pastor, who acts as chairman, and
tho stewards and cla-s leaders of ilie church. The load¬
ers report to tho pastor the spiritual condition of tho
members connected with their various circles, groups or
clusscs, and tho trustees report aud pay over to tho
pastor tho funds they havo collected toward his support.
l'asiors now are generally paid their salary monthly, in
advance, and not weekly. At this Conference plans are

Lmaiured lor tho temporal aud spiritual Interest of ttm
Church.

In ull this machinery tlioro Is very llttlo friction, as
the duties of each otllcor of tho Church, as well as iho
business of the various coulorencea, aro minutely de¬
fined'mid laid down iu a llttlo book called the "Disci¬
pline," asdirectod by the (.'cneral Conference. Indeed,
the business of tho (ieneral Conference is to tako uplliu
machinery of Methodism uud adjust It to the changing
circumstances of experienco. licnco tho laws ot tho
Methodist Church aro not like those of the Medea and
Persians, that changed not. They aro chauged nor* or
less every quadrenniuin. and tho "Disciplino" which
records tneso laws is reprinted at the close of each Gon-
eral Conference. To that groat organizer and founder,
John Weisloy, tho Church is indebted for the plan ou
whicu ali Its operations aro based.

C. C. Guss, 07 Varick street.

THEISM.
To tub Editor op tiik Hkhald:.

Worcester, iu bis dictionary, says tholsm is " a bu¬
llet iu tbe existence of a Uod; opposed to ulkcisut.
TUo words deism and tboism are, strictly speaking,
perhaps synonymous; but it is to bo immorally ob¬
served that tbo former U used m a bad aud the latter
in a good senso. Custom has appropriated^tie term
deist to tho enemies of revelation, and of Christianity
iu particular; while the word theist is considered ap¬
plicable to all who believe in ono God."
Probably all Christians, in one sense at least, boliove

|U ouo God; but a portion believe in three self-exislout
persons in ono God; though oven they assume lo still
consider even that conception to be a bcllsl lit one God.
I do not intend to opeu tbe endless discussion of tho
mystery of tho Trinity; bat, having recently discovered
some very clear elucidations of tho character, boing
aud mist-ion of Christ, at varianco with Doth Trlnita-
riun and Socintun or I'niiarian docCrinos, aud which
are, 1 think, cletrly boruo out by tho ^sacrcd record, I
ask space to copy a littlo therefrom in your liberal
journal. Assuming, thoroforo, as this author
does, that Jesus Christ was more than "mere man,"
and that He was not thu sell-existent God, tbo qucs-
tion arises, "Who sav yo that 1 api!"' Answer, "The
only bc^otteu fun ol God, tho only begottcu of iho
Father." Our author says that to affirm thut Jueus
Christ is personally (he sell-existent God, mid at the
saino time truly thu Son of God, is precisely tho -aino
contradiction that it would bo to Mlliriu that tho 1'rinco
ol Wale* was truly King Goorge UL, and also truiv the
sou of King tieorgo 111. The proposition that Jesus
Christ Is ti uly the .Son ol God Is so obvivus in Its natu¬
ral Import und so plainly scriptural that many rnuy
suppose H requires neither explanation nor proolV Vet
sucti is mo state ol things in iho Christian world that
both explanation aud proof are necessary. For al¬
though there is no one point tu winch Christians are
more universally agreed titan in calling Christ tho Son
of God, there is scarcely anything about which they
are mure divided than that of the luteuued import ol
those terms. But amid the variety ol opinions which
have beeu formed on the .subject, tho natural import of
the words has been pretty uuilorriily rojuctod, and
almost evory other possible meaning has been affixed
to them, iii preference to that which the terras natu-
rally excito. indeed, it social to havo bean generally
taken lor granted that It is impossible with God to
have a Sou. 1'or instance, Attianuslaiis upjKiar to havo
takeu this for granted, and findiijg that divino titles,
divine attribuiea. dlvlno works uud divine honors aro
a>cnbcd to Mlin in tho Scripture*, they have set it
down as unquestionable truth that Christ is so lar
from being the Son of God, in tbe natural sense of tho
terms, that He is the very self-existent God; yea, the
very God of whom the Scriptures declare that lie is
tho* Sou. Other denominations, taking for granted tho
same principle, havo pronounced the Saviour to be a
mero create re, inore or lets diguulod or endoweiL
Aud thus, on the one baud or the other, almost every
possible yrade »f intelligent existence and dignity has
been allowed Him, excepting that which 's naturally
imputed by His title.tlic Sou ol Uod.

Kesring I may trespass too lal' on your valtiablo
space, I Mir the exemplification by which 1 Intend to
sustain tho record (in a future number) that Jesus
ChriM and Him cruciuol was actually tbe ouly begot¬
ten Sou ot God. W. CL H. W.

rilAXKLIN AND WHITEPIELD.
mactical tkbsot tueokutical. heijoion.
An American gentleman, travelling in Koropc, fonnd

Ihc folloiug epistle Irom the great humanitarian lo tbe
great evangelist going the rounds of tho Frouch press
aud translated and sent it to a friend in this city. It
is a pure and simple expression of faith in man as well
as in Uod, and ta withal a gentle reproach to tho great
preacher, who, it is to be presumed, like his class, gen¬
erally makes much of man's relations to Uod atfd little
or nothing of his rotation to his fellow, lnibisceu-
tenuisl year of our national existence this letter of
Franklin to WhiUOeld will bear repetition lor tbe very
excellent lessons which it inculcate* aud suggests. The
kindness alluded to In We letter as done by the phi¬
losopher to the preachor was that Franklin had re.

llevcd Win telleld in a paralytic stroke by the application
of electricity. The document, It will be remembered,
is L&l)ears old. It is as follows:.

»BASKI.I\'a LETTER.
I'hii.aiiklpuu, Jane a, 1763,

Sin.I received yonr kind lettor «rt tbe 2d inst, and
am glad to bear that you increas* in strength. 1 nope
you will coutiuue incuding uutil you recover jour
loiuier health and firmness. I .ft ine know whether
you still imu the cold bath aud What eltecl it lias. As to
the kinduess you montion, 1 wall it could nave been of
greater service to you. Hut If It bad, tbe
only thanks 1 should desire Is that you
would always be equally ready to serve any other per¬
son tbat may need your assistance, and so let good
olllces go round, lor mankind are all ol a laiully. For
my own part, when 1 am employed In serving others 1
do not look upon myself as conferring favors, but as
puving debts.

Iu my travels, and since my setllatnent, 1 have re¬
ceived much kindness from tneu, to whoa I shall
never have any opportunity of making the least direet
return, and numberless mercies iiom Uod, who is infl-
tiitciy above be.ng benefited by our scrvlcos. Those
kiudnc.-se* (rout men I can, therefore, only return
on their fellow moo, and I eta only
show mr gratuute lor tfesM mnh 1*om

God bjr ¦ readiness to help Hla other children nod nj
bretbreu.
For I don't think that tluinks and compliments,

though repealed weekly, cuo discharge our real obliga¬
tions to each other, and iitaeli l<*«s those to our Creator.
You will mm in ibis, my notion of good work*, that 1 am
far Iroui expecting to merit heaven by inem. By
heaven, wo understand a stato of happiness liifitnlo m
decree and eternal in duration. ! can do nothing to
merit such reward*.
Ho that lor giving a draught ol water to a

thirsty per.sua should expect to' be paid with
a good plaulatlou, would bo modest In his
demand, compared with tboso who think
they deserve heaven Tor tLe little good they do oa
earth. Even the mixed, imperlect pk.-surcs wo enjoy
In this world aro rather from (tad's goodness than our
merit! How much more such happiness of heaven I
For my part I huvo not the vanity to think I deserve
It, the lolly to oxpect it, nor tlio ambition to desire It,
but content myself til submitting to the will and dis¬
posal of that God who mado me, who has hitherto
preserved and blessou me, and lu whose fatherly good¬
ness 1 tuny welt conlldo, that Ho will never make me
miserable, and that even the afflictions I may
at any time sutler shall tend lu my beue.
fit. The faith you mention ha* certainly us
nso In the world. 1 do not ilostre to sue it diminished,
nor would 1 oudeavor to lessen it in any man but 1
wish it were more productive of good works limn I
have generally soen it. I moan real good work-
works of kindness, charity, merey uud public spirit;
no holy days keeping, sermon hunting or hearing,
performing church lerouionies. making long prayers
tilled with flatteries sud eomplitueula, despised even
by wiso moa and much le.-;s capable of pleading the
Deity. The worship of God in a duly. The
hearing and reading of sermon* may be
useful, but if men rou in hoariu,: ami praying, as
mouy do, it is a» if n tree should value itself on being
watered and putting forth leuvos, though it never pro¬
duces fruit. Your great Master thought much less of
these outward appearances and professions than many
of His modern disciples. Ho preferred the doers of
the Word to tho mere bearer/*; the sou that seemingly
refused to obey his father and yet performed his com¬
mands to him, tlist professed Ins readiness but
neglected the work; tho heretical but charitable
Samaritan to tho uncliaritublo though ortho¬
dox priest and snnctmed l.evite; and those
who gave food to tho hungry, drink to tho thirsty, rai¬
ment to tho uaked, enteruinuieul to the stranger and
rel.of to tho sick, though tbey never heard His name.
Ho declares shall in tho last day bo accepted,
when ihoso who cry "Lord. I.ord," who value them¬
selves upou their faith, though great enough to pur-
lorut miracles but have neglected good works, shall bo
rejected.
Ho professed that Ho came not to rail tho righteous,

but siunurs, to repentance, which implied His modest
opinion that there were some in His time who thought
themselves so good-thai they did not hoar even Him lor
improvement; but nowadays we liavo scarce a littlo
parson that does not think it tho duty ol every man
within his reach lo sit under his petty ministrations,
and whoover omits them ollends (iod 1 wish to such
more humility, and to you health and happiness, heiug
jour friend aiid servant, ii. KliANKLIN.

I'KAYKK OP DR. FRANKLIN.
Merciful tiq^l! Wonderlul Power! Increase In mo

that wisdom which discovers my truest interest,
strengthen thou my resolution to perform what that
wisdom dictates, and accept my kind ollieos to Thy
other cremuros as tho only return in my power tor
Thy inllnlto goodness to mo.

MINISTERIAL MOVEMENTS.
I'ltKSH T'l'K ft IA N.

Rev. William Stephonsou, of Hamilton, Canada, has
resigned his position in the Molhoaist Conference, and
Joined tho l'resbyleriaus.

Mr. Talinage goes West, tho middle of July, to attend
a convention near Chicago, and to speak lu sorno of
tho Western cities.

Rev. H. P. V. Rogue, of Host Avon, and formerly of
Syracuse, has received and accopted a permanent call
from the Central Prosbyterian church at Avon, N. Y.

Rov. J. Clement f'ronub will leave Brooklyn shortly
for the summer. Ho will pass bis vacation lor tho
most part In tho Adlrondacks.
The Rov. Mr. Colfelt, pastor of tho First Presbyterian

church, ol Philadelphia, has boon caught plagiarising in
the pulpit. He admitted that he used other men's
thoughts to adorn his own, and tho Presbytery of that
city ordered a written reproof to be read in his pulpit.
But Mr. Colfelt proposos to read tho reproof himself
waiving all delicacy In tho mattor.
Rov. L. Pratt, of North Adams, has boon offered tho

Professorship of Rhetoric at Wllllums Collogo.
Tho Rov. Isaac Bird, one of the earliest American

missionaries to Syria, died at the realdonce of hts son,
Mr. James Bird, ut Great Harrington, Mass., on Tues¬
day morning, June 13, having nearly completed his
eighty-third year. Uis funeral was attended on tho
16th, and a memorial discourse was delivered by Rev.
K. D. G. Prune, 1). D., ono of tho editors of tbo New
York Observer.

Rov. Ur. JS. V. Hatfield, of this city, will spend tho
summer at Kuglewood, N. J., and Rev. Dr. Talmugo, of
Brooklyn, will summer ut Martha's Vineyard.
Small congregations and smaller pay have compelled

Rov. J. Beers to resign his charge at Whitestono, L. I.
President Grant, being asked to give a centennial

mossago to tho children aud youth of tho United
States, advises them, through the Sutulay School Times,
110 matter what their denomination is, to hold last to
tbo Bible as tbo sboet anchor of thoir liberties ; to
writu Its precepts in their hearts and practise Uinm iu
their lived. To tho tnlluence of this book, lie add*, nro
we indebted for all t ho progress made in civilisation,
hikI to this we must look as our guide In the tutu re.
"Righteousness oxultetU u nation; but sin U art*
pro.ich to any people."
The hvaugi-titl'* editor, hearing that Hev. C. II. Spsr-

gcoti, of London, is likely to visit the United Slutc* ill
tho fall, says ho will be moderately kl.id to *eo him,
notwithstanding the crowduJ state of tho hotels and
houses of the original tblrtoen States. And If vJio
Eastern question and other supposed prophetic enfold¬
ing* will be iu a state of sultlcnnt quiiscouco to permit
tho cotntug ol the Rev. Or Cuiummg, wo should be
ronsoiittlily glad to see him also, adds this writer.
Her. Alexander McKcevey uindered hi.< roslg nation

to the Presbytery ol Elizabeth on Monday last, on the
(irotind of the late action of the Gent-rat
Aesetuhy. The Presbytery cited the congregation
ol West Held, X. J., to show cuuso on Tuesday next why
tho lesignutiou should not be accepted, licv. Lit.
Huberts, ol Elizabeth, uctod as moderator.

ItPtSOOPAUAX
Bishop Potter, of this diocese, has expressed himself

gro.itly delighted with tho religious work which has
keen begun in this city by the Hev. Stephen H. Tyng,
Jr., in mo Gospel teut, and says that as soop as ho re¬
turns to this city lie will preuch iu the tent himself.
The Ueloruicd Kpiscopul church, of Hahwny, N. J.,

has rcceu ed from Judge Savage a deed ol tho property
occupied by lh«m in that town.
The Episcopal church at Sew Rochetta has had an

ecclesiastical pot seething fur some time past It has
at last boiled over, und now the .society bits split and
two woalt rival orgaui/atious will hereafter exist in¬
stead ol one harmonious strong one. Instead of '-a
woman iu the case" a man is ut tho bottom of this.
The Hev. Mr. Watson could not please every body, so
that somo are for him and some are against hiui.

Itev. Dr. Riley, Bisbop-eiect of Mox'.co, declares that
a Urge number of ihe cicrgv and laity and 300churches,
formerly of the ltoinun Catholic laitb, are couuectcd
with bis mission.the church of Josas.

Her. Dr. Van lleussclucr, lato President o( Hobart
College, Geneva, N. V., will sail on July 1 lor Europe,
with ttia family, to be absent three years.

I^ite advices trom. Bermuda, W. L, announco tho
death thcro ol Bishop Keild. of Newfoundland, at the
age of seventy six years. Ho was In tue episcopate
thirty-two years. Ho will be succeeded by his coad¬
jutor, Bishop J. B. Kelly.
Tho Very Hev. tho Dean of Edinburgh. Scotland, has

come over to see tho Centennial Exhibition and to
make a short tour in the Uolted States.
The Rev. Bernard Schultc has resigned tbo parish of

the Cross snd Crown, Ei io, l'a., and entered upon the
associate rectorship of St. Luke's Memorial church,
UUca, N. Y.

ROMAN CATHOLIC.
Cardinal Manning lots lately been preaching In Lon-

dou on rationalism, which he represents as the end of
an Inclined plane, the beginning whereof Is ordinary
I'roiostantiMn, and tho mid part sentimental pietism.
The adveuturer, trustin* himself to it, sitdea into en¬
tire fcrpuctsiii or di'lielief.
The Bishoprics of Cuba, West todies, and Florida,

United States, are vacant by the recent death of the iu-
fntubes t*.
Tho Catholic nogroesot Hayti have coMectod 4,000r. for

the persecuted priests iu Switzerland, and one ol their
priusls lias torwarded tho amount tr Europe.
The common souse, not to sny tbo logic, whicn de¬

clares, as ttio TaUlrt does in its last issue, that ever
smco tho anuotiBCiiment of the divine law "Ho that
bolioveth not shall bo <himo*d,'' whosoever dies out of
communion with the Roman Church, which is liio mys¬
tical body of Christ, wilfully, with loll knowledge, in
lost. At the present moment; the very lin't ol bein* u
Methodist Insures the loss ol tho unfortunate person's
soul, unless be has the excuse of invincible Ignorance,
Is not coiuntondablci "Man, who made thee a ruler or
a Judge over me r"
Tho dedication of the Church of the Sacred Heart In

this city will take place to day.
Hev. rather l'ow.-r, V. G., pastor of St. Paol's, Wor¬

cester, has returned from Europe much Improved iu
health. .

The Itev. James Slieernn, pastor of the Church of the
Assumption ol our Lady, at Morristown, N'. J., has ob-
tainwl from Bishop Corrtgan a six months' leave of ab¬
sence. sod sailed tor Europe.
There are now in I'rusaiu 6,000 vscint parishes. Very

nearly 8,000 prieote have been ex polled or imprisoned
smco tho beginning of tho "Kulturkampt"
Hov. father Usinboeville, of Boonton, la about to

make n vl-il to Europe.
si. Mary's church. Bergen Point, father McCovern

pastor, is soon to be consecrated.
Bishop Corrig.ni has directed that special services be

held in all the churches of the diocese on July 4/
Religious services will bo held in the Catholic churches
in this dlocoso also.
The Ixjndon Vnimrm publishes a highly Improbable

Story about a Krencii count who lately retired to a

monastery, and * lieu a lawyer came one day to tell
bint thai. Iiy the death ot a rich uncle he bad fallen
bear to 4,000,OOOf., h« answered, '"I hat does not con¬
cern me, now 1 bear the vcs|»er bells; glee the millions
to those who need them. " II tlita story wore true we
should be able to record something new'under the sua
On May 'Jl. 18*7, Ally ytars will have passed sitice

Pope Pius IX. Was appointed Archbishop oi S^oleto by
Pope Leo XII. In 18tW His H illness celobruled his
¦olden Jubilee aa a priest; in 1*71 bis silver lubilee as
rone.
fiilMf Uiolibiii wk# Jmmi hen imii411 MUIonI

for some year». has been appointed to tbo charge of
tl:o church iu kuene, N. i|.
Ibe L'alholn s of Whllsfleld, X. IL, are building ft

church aud parsonage. Tho corner stone uf a nuw
Church ol ihu Sacred Heart wa* laid in Dooaldsouvillo,
La., by Bishop Elder lust Sunday. It Mill bo in lit*
lurrn ul a crutdi, liOxil, and will coal toO.OOO.

luimirr.
!iy sonic sort of hocus porn* arrangement, luava

only tut few Baptists, a law ha* been imposed upon
thai body iu this Statu which llio Jin/itul WeeJUjf
print* aul decluros lo bo "a legal uieasuro lo ln»-
po«) tiam/nels upon our churches by making tbeia
¦ object to llio ungodly." It fives the right not only
to church members but to '^svery person uf luit ago
u bo shall for or.o year preceding have Iwcaa pay iuf
pew bolder or seal boioer'' to voio for trustees iu any
such church ax they statedly attend. It otten bappeua
thai a congregation o! 1,000 poisoug will represent ft
membership ot less thou ono fourth of that number.
And by giving tho larger and ungodly portion of tho
society the right 10 vote equally with ibe godly on*

merely lnoiiey basis opens a way for tho diversion ol
Uapiist churches, and perhaps ol other churches also,
frutu their legitimate uses to others for which they
were never designed. Ihu law is therefore heartily
condemned by tho WetItiy <ui impertinent tuid uncalled
lor. .

Tho Baptist I'nbllcstion Society has pot forth a
volume ol' statistics designed to sbow the pro?re»s ol
thu denomination in Ihu United States for the nasi
century. Hut llio compilation ha* been so carelessly
made and ihu statistics are so unreliable tbat lha de¬
nominational press on every hand condemns It. I he
Jiaptist Weekly. tho H'oli-Aeiuri, Christian Hecrrtury and
tho Western Jtemrder are emphatic In ibelr denuucia-
tiou ot' it. The latter "doclilie* to Rdviao any one to
purchase, savo as a rather mdillcrcul specimen ol his¬
torical patchwork. this much lauded baptists and th<
National Centenary.' "

The Haptists ot all sort* In tbo United State* have
increased from ;J6.oo.i members in 1770 lo 1,816,300 id
li>7&. In all other countries ot the worU thu Baptist*
number oniv 41/0,1)00, u> arly hall of whom are in Eng¬
land. The 4,500 in Massachusetts have increased to
4a,000 In 100 years, the 14.UOO of Virginia aro now

l««,ai0, and the 4-H ol Georgia liavo grown to 174,643.
Kentucky follows with 144/J67 and North Carolina with
113,414; then come New York and Tennessee, nearly
o<|ual. Almost half the Baptists of tbo Culled states
aru lounil aIiIiiu six adjoining Southern Stales. Tbey
have now so educational Instiiuitons of all kinds and
UL-'iA churches.
The Fifty-third streot Baptist church (Now York)

can raise $0,000 within a lew days, and their building,
which has beou sold under a lorcclosod mortage, caa
bu redoemed. They havn a little, and tiiey stronglj
appeal lo their Irie.nds tor uioro money toward thu
object.
On tho Cth Inst, the First Baptist church of Lowell,

Mass., celebrated the IW'ticth anniversary of its oxisfr
enco. It was never more prosperous that it Is uow.
Tho now and excellent liout-u erected by the Baptist

church at Whitehall, N. Y., was dedicated last week.
Dr. Klsh has within a few months past received into

the First Baptist church, Newark, N. .1., CIS converts,
making the.present membership 1,ISO. A special in¬
terest .-till exists, with nightly meetings, and last Sun¬
day night '.00 icmaitied to tho second meeting.
Kov. W. A. Marshall resigns his pastoralu nt North

New York; Uov. Joseph Groavos resigns at U'estUeld,
N. J., and Uov. F. McMlchael, of Itocbcsior, N. Y., ao

cepts a call to Deinarest, N. J.
The Ccnteuniai Baptist Mission church in Pbiladel*

phia was dedicated on Thursday last.
MKTIIOllIST.

Tho venerable Marion Kich.trdson, whose genial
countenance and apostolic presence was always wol«
coined at the camp meetings around New York, will bo
missed this summer irom those religions resorts. On
Wednesday, June 1-1, at his home in I'ougbkeepsio, be
exchanged worlds. Uo was eighty-live years of age
aud hau spent sixty-eight ot thorn in tho ministry of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Bishop Jaues, ol this
city, ollicialcd at his luueral.

I)ii.hop Harris is at tho hook Iloom in this city busily
engaged editing the now Discipline, by which tbo
Church is to kuow what changes in polity or govern¬
ment have been made ny tho last General Cou'erence.
As soon as this work is completed iho Bishop will
make ah oillcial tour ol couleruico iu tho *ar West aud
on tho 1'actUc coast.
Ucv. I)r. J. 11. Wontworth, of Kvanstnn, til., sailed

lor Europe last week, to be absent threo nioinbs.
The ladies of Glen Cove, Itoslyu, l'ort Washington

and Sea Clill will open a iair ul the latter place on
Thursday, ±Hh, lor tho bonetll of the Old l.adies' lloine
IB that place, rhe summer homo lor the aged ward*
ot tho Methodisl Episcopal Church iu New York baa
not been completed, and itr two years they have not
been able to occupy IU An odort is now being made to
finish tho work auil^ivo Iho old folk* the bouetU of tb<
country.
The Conference of tho Methodir-t Episcopal Church

in Canada, which recontly closed its session in Brock-
ville, by request appointed fraternal delegates to lb*
Helorined Episcopal Church Couucl, which ineuts Iu
Ottawa next luoulb. Bishop Carman and the pastor 01
Ottawa West church were appo.nted such delegates.
Thu Itev. Edward W. A I'eck, ol St. Mark's church,

in this city, has been appointed irnterual delegate ol
the Methodist Episcopal Church to the General Con¬
ference of the Atricun Methodist Episcopal Ziou church
which body Is ii"W In session in Louisville, Ky.

Dr. G. W. Wooarull. the secretary ol the tienoral
Coulorcnoe, is busy editing lue Journal of tbat body so
thai it can be published at au early date.
The Wesieyan University, ol Athens, Tenn., has con¬

fer red llie ii lo of (ioctor ot divinity on Andrew Jack*
son Church, pastor ol the Methodist Episcopal church
ul StuOori! Springs, Conn.
Tho now Methodist Episcopal church at Hillsdale, X.

J., will be dedicated to d i.v.
Tho Ponghkccpsic District Conference will hold It*

next session on 1'hurtday at Matteiwan, N. Y. The
Jer cy City District Conlcreuco will meet in Uacketv
Sack, N. J., t It in week.

Itev. Dr. Arthur Edward, editor of tho Xorthwetterm
Advocate, with his luiniiv. has been spending a few dajr
at Long Branch, but returned last wock to Cbicugo.

AIISCKI.LaN'KoI'H.
"Oriltnari'y," says tbo N'orihwestorn Chritlia*

AUrovutf, "a scoundrel likes to puss lor au honest man.
Most Hard, wiu-u publicly delected lu a falsehood,
'blusb to tiud ll f'auio.' 1 lu' rogue* who, in arranglttf
u bargain, draw on tlielr Imagination lor tlioir facts,
wifcli io bo cousluorctf u.s ol Puritanic htrlctncss In th«
luniterol tru111 tilling.''

l)r. Sclia Itdon.es luc currcnt rumora that tbe Bible
Revision Committuo bud agreed to luuku ccriali
Chung) s in tlio uulbori/od vor.lon of tho Scripuiroa.
*1 livir suggestions uro merely provisional. und uo pari
ol Ihelr work will lio published uuill tbo whole ta com¬

pleted
.'A .'on'oilcratp Abolitionist," writing for tho CKrit-

linn Cmok, declare* that "the lllture of Proicslanllaia
In tho Sew World ami the destiny ol tbo cause of tb<
political brotherhood ot man undor a republic dependl
upon how wo deal with tbo iiiuu . * * whom Cod
has emancipated".tbe negro.
The Loudon Missionary Soclcty hat completed

eighty-two years ol its existence. Tbo Income laal
year was $jU0,Ula, mid ita expenditures $677,200.
twenty-seven thousand live hundred dollar* hare
been glvon to establish a miasion on tho shores ol
1,h!<u Tapgitnytka, in Central Africa, In accordance
with Mr. Henry Stanley'a suggestion. The Krue
Church of Scotland Is providing ibo Livlnpstonia Mis¬
sion at Lake Nyuas, tho Cburcb of hnglund Misaloa
will be located In the districts or Karaguo and Uganda
upon Victoria luko, aud tho Lonuon Society Mission al
above, so that three misstona will be caUbliabed la
Central Africa by and by.
The tnoetings of Mr. aud Mr«. Necdhnm In different

parts of Ireland sc>m to be signally blessed. Th<
galberiucs ill Dublin have nvoraged from 000 to 1,000,
inaiuly Irom that class which ll is most desirable tl
roach. Mirny hive turned to tho l.ord who did no)
know beioru that the Man Jesus Christ lathe only me¬
diator between God ubd man, and that His' blood
clcanseth irom all hiii. Mr. and Mrs. Needham g«
next to Limerick, and then they propose a brief seasol
of rest lu >'rauc<» ana SW'tzeriaud before leaving fol
their homo in America.
The l.oiidon Suu'lay School Union lias now li

France l.wn Protestant schools and m Germany 600
and they are constantly starting schools lu Italy. It b
said that a00,0U0 children aru conuected with (boat
schools on tho Continent.

It lias long been n source of criticism that tha
Hebrews, who form bo large aud influential a body ta
I.ong liranch. should have uo public worship during
their 'ong summer stay there. We learn tbuta move¬
ment has this year tioon set on loot by tho Rev. Or.
Mendes, of Una city, to bold illvine service regularlv
every Saturday. Tho lact that the Doc tor will preach
occasionally is likely to insure success and stability
for the project. Mr. Samuel Cohen, of Long Branch
bus entered warmly into the plan.

FENIAN JOY IN DUBLIN.

[Dublin (Juno 11, Sunday) correspondent* of Bella*!
News-LeUer.]

A torchlight procession parsed through tbe city to¬

night, headed by several bands, for the purpoae, It waa
understood, of celebrating tbe escape of tbe Fantaa
prisoners. On Urnttan Bridgo they burned a quantity
of fireworks. Tho bands wore followod by aeveraf
thousand persons. The police did not Interfere ll
the absence ol the Police on tiratlan Bridge thej
burned eiligiea of Mr. Diaruoll and the Duke of Cam
bridge, tbo elli^ies beiug set up ou tbo parapet of tht
bric'ge. The Prime Minister waa represented aa a Chrle
tiati Jow, with tbe word "murderor" on It la baek, aol
the Duke of Cambridge aa a Germanlo Briton. Tbe po¬
lice seemed to be quite uuaware that tbe mob earned
efllgie* with them Two train oars, whon aitemptlnf
to move along Wellington Ipiay, were stopped by tht
luob and their windows smashed, Tho proceaaioa
Marled Irom tho front of Catharine's church, nasi
Thomas siroot, where Kmmet was executed. Tbo pro
cecditigs seetued not to be underatood by tbe general
public.
Tbo mob aang through the slreeta "God Save Ira*

land."

COKOKERS' CASES.

Peter Brady, aged eight years, of Na 174 Tenth
avonue, attempted to ateal a ride oa a Hudson Rivet
Railroad train yesterday afternoon. At the corner- w
Klcventb avenue and Kilt7-lourth street ha fall off an4
waa killed.
Jacob Coaalldar, aged eleven, of No. lMKirstavenoa

went under a Ireiglu car attached to a Hudson Rivel
Railway dummy in West street, noar Bank, yesterday
.Iteruoon, atnl endeavored to como out while tbe cara
wero In motion. Ho was ran over and instantly killed,
his head being severed Irom hia body. The body waa
taken io Ins lute residence, and word waa aant to UM
Coroners' Office.
The Jury in tbo caae of Thomaa (iromley, who waa aa

Inmate of tbe New York City Aaylum for tha lhsaaa
and waa drowned on tho tub inst while batklBC IB tM
East River, brought In a verdict of aoeidaatM MHl
yesterday. .

James Smith, aged two year*, of Na 454 Waal 9M
teentb street, fall into a tub or bat water donag tha
absence ol bla mother aa-i scalded btmaelf anwahr,
d^ymg a* Friday aitaraooa tram tha aleau at IM


